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the roads so bad that he remained perforce in Londos,
as, after deducting the time necessary for two journeys
thus unexpectedly lengthened, only two or three days
could have been spent in the anticipated rest of home.
The country posts were so irregular that letters were
occasionally a couple of days between Minto and
Carlisle j1 ; when the roads are heavy we cannot expect,'
he writes,c that the cross-country posts should not be
after time;' and every page of this correspondence
bears witness to the fact that in the enforced separation
of the husband and wife constant letters were a neces-
sary condition of their comfort. Every detail of the
children's studies and pleasures, every detail of the
management of family and house, and farm and place,
were equally communicated to him ; and however
busily occupied such letters might find him. Sir Gilbert
had always time not only to return information of his
own proceedings, but also to enter into every subject
which interested those who wrote to him, and his
considerate and kindly nature breathes in every line.
At one time he is informed that a pair of old and
trusted dependents have been found utterly unworthy
of confidence, and that summary dismissal is the only
possible punishment for a course of long-continued
pilfering* cEemove them at once from a place of
trust/ he replies; * but don't send them away till you
have ascertained that they will have something to live
on elsewhere, or the punishment would be greater than
the offence.3 At another time, in reply to some warm

i than fifty miles*